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ACCESS TO QUALITY MEDICINES FOR ALL

Counterfeit medicines: kill or cure? 

“Access to medicines for all” a difficult target

Today two billion people do not usually have access to the essential medicines. The 30% of the world population - between 1.3 and 2.1 billion people do not have a regular access to the medicines they need. However, access to medicines is necessary to the development and the well-being of the populations. Very often it remains the most effective and most economic solution in the medical crises, as in treatments implying technical acts, or in serious or daily pathologies. Essential medicines are indeed fundamental to the treatment of the diseases. 

To work towards “access to medicines of quality for all in Africa” - as does AEFJN - is one of the challenges of our time. Besides, this is the subject of a particular mention in the Millennium Development Objectives. 

The structural adjustments, the economic reforms, the movement of liberalization and the WTO agreements on intellectual property have complicated and weakened the medical situation in the developing countries. In Africa this has been worsened by the deterioration of the terms of trade of agricultural and mining products, what has contributed to the notorious fall of the purchasing power of the populations. 

The traffic of counterfeit medicines affects all! 

The traffic of illicit medicines exists in Africa since the end of the eighties, but with Internet the extremely dangerous traffic of false medicines has gone beyond the borders of Africa to become an international problem of enormous proportions.

The counterfeit of medicines is a vast and very lucrative market evaluated at more than 32 billion dollars per year of benefit. The first recipients are the international mafias, then the importers and finally the small retailers for whom this sale constitutes their livelihood. 

All countries, in the South as in North are touched by the illicit market of all kinds of false, badly preserved, and badly produced medicines that land to the market through illicit networks. A medicine over ten sold in the world would be a forgery. The counterfeited medicines would represent more than 10% of the world market
. The traffic of illicit medicines takes place in the international crime of the traffic of drugs but it would be 25 times more profitable than the trade in heroin and 5 times more than that in cigarettes! 

The medicines sold in Western Africa come mainly from Nigeria, where some are produced while others arrive there from India, Singapore and Malaysia. In Nigeria the orders of each trader are consigned in sealed trucks which enter other African countries without ever being searched since the customs formalities are carried out in a “special” way. A study carried out in 10 localities of Benin recorded 6,000 sellers of medicines, especially women: 1,500 of them in markets while 3,500 practise an itinerant trading. The 85% of the inhabitants of Benin buy their medicines in the parallel market
. The use of counterfeited medicines causes to the State the lost of 4 to 5 billion (CFA) of revenue from taxes and 30 billion loss of earnings for pharmacies. 

Counterfeit increases because it produces great benefits and the public is more concerned by the price of medicines than by their quality. Another difficulty is the fact that the counterfeit improves the packing without improving the quality of the product. There is great quality in the appearance of the copied medicines, which makes more difficult to visually recognize the forgery. 

The choice of this distribution net by certain groups of the population is due to their extreme poverty, but even more to the ignorance of the dangers related to the consumption of medicines that pass no control of international standards. In the long run the illicit pharmaceutical products become much more expensive for the consumer and for the country and extremely dangerous for the customer’s health.

The problem is that medicines are expensive, but there are networks to buy medicines of quality and to make them accessible to the population.

Dangers of counterfeit medicines 

The problem of counterfeit medicines sold on the street or in the markets, without safety of authenticity, nor information on how to use them, represents a serious health problem in Africa. Pills are sold at the unit, classified by colours, without packing nor expiring date, exposed to dust and sun. The success of this trade is due to the fact that it is very lucrative, offers cheaper medicines than the pharmacies, and makes medicines available even where there is no pharmacy.

These medicines are obtained without prescription nor medical consultation. It is the merchant who becomes the “improvised doctor” and advises the patient which medicine to take and in which amount. 

The World Health Organisation estimates that each year, 200.000 patients with malaria die because of medicines of bad quality; this represents the tenth of deaths due to malaria! Many anti-malaria forgeries circulate in the world market. Other products, such as impure contraceptive pills and non tight condoms are the main counterfeited
. 

Studies reveal that half of the counterfeited products sold on the African markets do not contain at all or not sufficiently the active ingredient, which can cause the appearance of resistances. It is well known how infectious diseases, resistances to anti-parasites, and particularly to anti-malaria are mainly related to the fact that people take products under dosage, badly prepared or out-of-date. But when there is no control of quality there are also flows in the manufacture, impurities that can be toxic with serious consequences for the health of the consumer that may cause even death.

The cases of kidney insufficiency, intestinal perforations, heart problems, due to the side effects of these pharmaceutical products become frequent with their vital risk. A health professional
 affirms that only in one hospital, an average of 10 patients per day suffer from kidney insufficiency probably produced by these medicines. One of  them   each day. 

Any medicine can be dangerous, and is effective only if it is well preserved and well used. The street medicines are source of intoxication -exposed to the sun without respecting neither the temperature, nor the expiring date and without quality controls- and constitute a public danger. 

Africa and the struggle against the illicit market of medicines. 

While the European Union (EU) is concerned with counterfeit products on Internet, Africa is mostly affected by the “street medicines”. Since this is a world problem, the EU and Africa have decided to work together to find solutions. 

In Africa the illicit trade of street medicines is a plague and a sensitive subject to which attention is given. Faced with the ignorance of the public towards the possible dangers and the harmful effects of these street medicines, health professionals organize information and public awareness campaigns. In spite of these efforts the street merchants continue to sell their products. Without prevention, the population will go on using the parallel markets, because they believe the medicine is less expensive in the street, which is not always the case, though the sale of products by the unit makes them more accessible.

Though Health professionals and politicians are also accomplice in this market, many pharmacists and health professionals in Africa are engaged in the war against the street medicines. The orders of pharmacists get mobilized, create networks and organize campaigns. The “African week to create awareness on the dangers of the illicit medicine market” is the occasion to organize vast national campaigns such as “true medicines are in pharmacy not elsewhere”, “street medicines kill” and “the pharmacist guarantees the quality of the product”. Information to detect a counterfeit is available to the pharmacist and another style of information for the general public and the patients. 

Meetings and conferences organized recently, cover this subject. Thus the 8th International Pharmaceutical Forum of Lome (February 2007) had as theme “the market of illicit medicines in Africa”. The participants asked the governments to take concrete measures to bear an effective and sustainable fight against the illicit sale, the counterfeit and the smuggling of medicines. Will they be listened to? Some of the actors involved in this market that could share in the solution of the problem, have also interests in it, what makes the task more difficult. The lack of political will, join to the absence of legislation and the lack of laboratories of control reinforces the illicit sale. 

The problem of the illicit medicines is complex: economic, social, health… Thus the answer must have necessarily a multisectorial character, and be the work of multiple actors who must form a common front: producers, distributors, medical personnel, pharmacists and public authorities. The harmonization of prices in the sector, the strengthening of social security systems, as well as the promotion of the essential generic medicines (EGM) can be ways towards a possible solution to the problem.

The initiative UNITAID recently established by Brazil, France, Chile, Norway and the United Kingdom – financed with the tax on plane tickets – has made it possible to mobilize the international community on the question of the permanent supply of quality medicines at accessible prices to treat malaria, HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis, the three most fatal diseases on the African continent.  B. Iñarra
CONTROL OF SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS

Pact to end use of children in war

States vow to spare no effort in freeing child soldiers.

Governments and armed groups that recruit children into their military ranks should no longer be allowed to “slip through the net”, former French Foreign Minister Philippe Douste-Blazy told a 5-6 February Conference in Paris. He warned that such “lost children” represent a time bomb that could threaten stability and growth in Africa and beyond.

Mr. Ishmael Beah, a former child soldier from Sierra Leone, elaborated. If young combatants are not rehabilitated, he said, they are at risk of becoming mercenaries. “They know how to use a gun. [If] there is a conflict next door offering $100 a day and all you can loot, they will go back to that.” While rehabilitating child soldiers is not easy, he cited his own experience: “I am a living proof that it is possible”.

Called the Free Children from War conference, the event was organized by the French government and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 58 governments and dozens of NGOs signed a set of principles known as the Paris Commitments, in which they vowed to “spare no effort to end the unlawful recruitment or use of children by armed forces or groups in all regions of the world.”

The UN estimates that about 300,300 children (defined as those less than 18 years of age) are currently engaged in military conflicts in a score of countries, nearly all of them in Africa. While the Paris Commitments are not legally binding, they do carry significant moral and political weight, conference participants noted. Foreign Minister Youssouf Bakayoko of Ivory Coast called the agreement a “breakthrough”.

State responsibilities

Ever since 1996, when Ms. Graça Machel, Mozambique’s former minister of education, submitted a major UN-commissioned report on the impact of conflict on children to the General Assembly, much of the campaign against recruiting child soldiers has been waged by the UN and NGOs.

But in Paris, for the first time, numerous governments signed on to that effort, including a number from countries where significant numbers of children still serve in military forces. The African signers, for example, included Burundi, Chad, Ivory Coast, The Democratic Republic of Congo, Somalia, Sudan and Uganda.

“States bear the primary responsibility” for protecting children and reintegrating them into civilian life, argues the Paris Commitment document. Concretely, doing that includes identifying and securing the release of all children recruited by armed groups, “unconditionally at all times, including during armed conflict”. In other words, the act of freeing children from military service should not be dependent on a cease-fire or peace agreement, nor should armed groups be allowed to use the presence of children in their ranks to gain leverage in peace negotiations.

In addition, states the document, peace agreements must not grant amnesty to commanders or others who have recruited or committed other crimes against children. Governments and courts must seek to prosecute those guilty of such acts. Encouraging such efforts, the International Criminal Court announced just a week before the Paris Conference that it was opening its first trial of a militia leader from the eastern DRCongo accused of recruiting child soldiers. 

Meanwhile, the conference participants agreed, child soldiers who have committed crimes should not be regarded only as perpetrators but “primarily as victims of violence against this international law.” In line with international standards for juvenile justice, authorities should seek alternatives to judicial proceedings.

Attention to girls

The conference singled out the plight of girls, many of whom have been abducted by fighting forces to serve as domestic slaves, and who suffer rape and other sexual abuse and sometimes are compelled to fight. In some groups girls make up 40 % of the children recruited, according to UN estimates.

“Girls in particular are forced to perform sexual services” noted UNICEF Executive Director Ann Veneman. As a result, she added, they are deprived of “their rights and their childhood”. The Paris Commitments call on governments and other actors to “meet the specific needs of girls and their children for protection and assistance.”

For both girls and boys who have been freed from military service, long term support is essential for their rehabilitation and reintegration, conference participants emphasized. Poor African countries often lack the resources to carry out the task on their own. “We are calling on the international community to assist us in reintegrating the child soldiers into society” appealed Ms Qamar Aden, president of Somalia’s parliamentary human rights committee. She estimated that some 70,000 children have been recruited by all sides in Somalia’s most recent conflict.

While some children may “voluntarily” join an armed group – usually to obtain food or protection - “no one is born violent” Mr. Beah noted in Paris.” No child in Africa, Latin America or Asia wants to be part of war”.  

By Ernest Harsch, Africa Renewal, Vol.21, No.1 April 2007, pp. 4-5

The eloquent voice of a former child soldier.

Ishmael Beah was 12 year old when he was made homeless in 1993 by Sierra Leone’s brutal civil war. He was just a year older when he was given drugs and a gun by government’s soldiers and first sent to battle. After 3 years of fighting – both killing and being shot at – he was rescued from military service by UNICEF personnel. Sent to a rehabilitation centre, he struggled to regain his humanity. Reentering civilian life was not easy, since many in Sierra Leone viewed him and other former combatants with fear and suspicion. With most of his family dead, Mr. Beah departed for the US. Sometime after, he gave this magazine a harrowing account of his ordeal. At the time he preferred not to be identified by his real name, but as “Djibril Karim.” He was then taking courses at Oberlin College in Ohio and worried how his teachers and classmates would treat him if they knew he had once been a soldier.

Mr. Beah subsequently graduated from Oberlin (in 2004) and has been speaking publicly in his own name before the UN and numerous other groups. He became a member of the advisory Committee of the children’s Rights Division of Human Rights Watch. In early 2007, shortly before the Free Children from War Conference in Paris, he published his memoirs “A long way gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier” by Ishmael Beah (Sarah Chrichton Books/Farrar, Straus and Giroux,New York, 2007 ; 229 pp). It is well written, unsentimental and harrowing accounts of one boy soldier’s decent into – and escape from – hell. A rare firsthand account of war from the perspective of a child, the book has quickly become a nonfiction best seller.  Collected by A. Charles from Africa Renewal
ECONOMIC AGREEMENTS BETWWEN AFRICA AND EU

African trade and the Economic Partnership Agreements 

Trade, under the right conditions, can lift millions out of poverty. But the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) being negotiated actually between the EU and the ACP countries might reduce the political space of African countries to choose the best solutions to end poverty, to foster development and protect the environment. The EPAs threaten to undermine poverty reduction, future economic growth and destroy livelihoods; therefore they will have significant consequences for present and future generations in ACP countries.  AEFJN is carefully following the negotiations and organizing actions to ensure that the livelihoods and the future of millions of poor people in Africa are placed at the core of the negotiations. 

Trade in Africa faces problems that the EPAs will not solve. The size of all Sub-Saharan African trade is equivalent to the trade of Belgium. The scattered population in a huge continent makes it difficult to establish infrastructures. The resource shortage is reflected in an inadequate infrastructure: physical (roads, ports, markets); financial (banks, insurance); institutional (weak governments, lack of efficient institutions regulating trade); technical (lack of modern technologies). It costs more to move goods from Mombassa to Nairobi than from Mombasa to Europe. About 7 out of 10 containers are open for control in the African ports thus increasing the prize. 

The investment flows into Africa are mainly resource-seeking and the profits are not reinvested in the continent. The multinationals are geared towards resource-extraction sent abroad. This generates export revenues at the expense of domestic manufacturing, thus undermining diversification and reinforcing the dependence of the country from commodities without added value.

Most trade in Africa is done with developed countries (EU, USA and now China). The official trade between African countries is minimum, which is a difficulty towards the strengthening of regional economic communities.  Even South Africa is quite unimportant to the region as an export destination. 

Towards new trade agreements 

Since the independence till 2002, the trade between the ex-colonies: African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries and the European member states were ruled by the Yaounde and Lome Conventions. This “asymmetric” (not obligation of reciprocal advantages) trade regime favored the exports of the ACP countries to the EU and allowed the ACP to get an income from the custom duties of goods imported from Europe.  The ACP benefited from unilateral duty free access to the EU market for most of their exports, while not obliged to open their market to European goods that had to pay custom duties. 

Some Latin-American countries backed by USA considered this “special treatment” of goods incompatible with the rules of the World Trade Organization WTO - as they felt “discriminated” by the EU regarding bananas and sugar. In 2002 when the last Lome Convention ended, the EU asked the WTO for a weaver (special permission) valid till the 31st December 2007, when a new system of non-reciprocal trade between the EU and the ACP will replace the previous one.

In 2002 the new Cotonou Agreement between the EU and the ACP states entered into force. The signatories agreed on a process to establish Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) that will pursue trade liberalization, and create free trade areas by the end 2007. These agreements on trade are the EPAs being negotiated actually. 

The EU is aiming at a liberalization that goes far beyond what is being asked by the WTO, introducing areas that developing countries have rejected at the WTO (investment, intellectual property, services and government procurement). 

The EU has determined to negotiate with six groups, four of them in Africa : SADC (Southern Africa), ESA (East Africa), ECOWAS (West Africa), CEMAC (Central Africa). The EPA negotiations are supposed to end in December 2007, so that the new agreements come into effect by January 2008. 

The ACP states expect that new trade agreements would give them better access to EU markets, thus enhancing development. This is doubtful as the access to EU markets granted in the Lome Agreement did not help these countries to diversify their exports. There is also the difficulty of vulnerable economies dealing with efficient northern producers. The end result may be to increase profit margins for the more powerful actors in supply-chains – most likely EU companies. 

Many African countries consider trade liberalization as necessary, but the problem is how to do it. A too-hasty opening up of African markets to European products might hurt African farmers and young industries. Impact of EPAs

The liberalization of trade in African countries, and their commitment in areas like services and investment, might cause the lost of livelihoods for millions of poor people. The lack of competitiveness of the African manufacturing companies might increase the lost. 

These are some of the negative impact that the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) could have in Africa: 

In this “free trade” regime, tariff and custom duty barriers of imports coming from Europe and ACP countries will be eliminated, thus producing declines in government revenues that will be reflected in the a reduced budget for social investment (infrastructures, education, health, social services). 

The subsidized imports might increase food insecurity by diminishing agricultural production and the lost of livelihood for millions of people; 

The EPA would be costly for the productive sectors of the economy and hurt the people of Africa as local companies would be unable to compete with cheap imports from European companies, leading to job losses and lost of revenue for governments to undertake their socio-economic development programmes. 

Threat or closure of domestic manufactures leading to unemployment and retarded industrialization; 

Welfare losses in the purchasing power of consumers and the provision of basic social services. 
Weakening of local retail sectors in services and goods due to the strength of EU companies; 

Capital flight from African countries to the detriment of local entrepreneurs, state coffers and low income groups; 

The government tenders and procurements will reduce national economic and preferential imperatives; 

Land owners will be dispossessed of their land causing the lost of livelihoods of African farmers, as export-driven, non essential products (flowers, vegetables, fruits) and tourism (large safari parks) will take the priority over the needs of the population and food sovereignty. 

Undermined development objectives of African countries and the sovereignty of peoples and states 

Weakened regional integration process and the reversal of those gains achieved so far. 

For EPAs to bring some advantages to Africa, a strong aid for trade needs to be channeled to these countries, in order to neutralize the cost of this liberalization. 

Negotiations

The negotiations between Africa and the EU are being arduous. ACP countries are concerned by the development dimension of the agreement while the EU tries to introduce a liberalization that goes beyond goods. African negotiators feel that the EU lacks flexibility to accommodate their demands and that the main beneficiaries of EPAs will be the EU. They see the push of the EU for regional integration as a means of facilitating their access to African markets. Thus, the EU exports to Comesa region will increase in $1,152million. There is mistrust in both sides. Though in the “preambles and introductions” the EU puts development as the main aim of the EPAs, when it comes to concrete negotiations, the European Commission seems to move away from the spirit of Cotonou. 

The draft papers of the negotiations are just coming out these days what makes difficult to analyze the negotiating position of each region. But some of the difficulties and hardest points have already surfaced.

The EU has promised “free market access” to European markets for all products coming from ACP countries. This means the EU will remove all quotas and tariffs on ACP agricultural and farm products (beef, dairy, cereals and all fruit and vegetables currently subject to EU market restrictions) and industrial goods. Sugar and rice will take longer to be liberalized. The EU has also accepted to keep out of the liberalization some “sensitive” products, that are important for the social, economic aspects, but the list of these products has not been decided in each region. To build this list will be difficult as countries in the same region have different priorities. e.g. the ESA region and sugar. Mauritius a beneficiary from the actual “sugar protocol” will loose the actual prize guarantee, while the Least Developed Countries in the region desire greater liberalization in sugar. These differences might create divisions inside the regions. 

African government officials and negotiators confirm that they will sign the agreement in 2007, but in private they confess their worries about EPAs hindering development in Africa. 

The European Commission is putting mounting pressure on ACP countries to struck a deal before the expiry of the WTO waiver at the end of this year, thus in spite of the significant delays in the negotiations, concerns over capacity of ACP to implement EPAs and an ‘alarming lack of transparency’ in the negotiations. The EC has threatened to raise tariffs on ACP exports if the deal is not completed on schedule.  B. Iñarra
FOOD SOVEREIGNTY
Note (subsequent to the writing of the article).

On June 20th, in a crisis climate due to the failure of the meeting of G4, the Committee for the Negotiations goes back to Geneva. In fact, India and Brazil rejected the demands of the USA and EU; the opening of their markets is to soon and the “New Trade Flows” is introduced.

Added to that, the 2 camps were coming from opposite viewpoints that led to the failure of the discussion. 

The Developing countries benefiting from the lack of consensus of G4 insisted on the necessity of transparency and on a more democratic process for the WTC. What will happen of Doha?

°1° The institutions that control the happening world…

WTO, World Bank and FAO begin to change their approach.

Is it because they realise that they are sawing the branch on which they are sitting? Or is it because they see the link between security and management of vital resources? Let us not be misled: they jolly well stick to the objectives we know they have. But let us profit of these openings to promote the rights we are claiming and the alternatives we propose.

1.1. What progress is the WTO making regarding agriculture in Africa?

On April 30th, 2007, the president of the WTO Committee for Agriculture drew up a document of synthesis
 aiming at re-energizing the process of negotiations. Falconer calls himself an “inciter”, yet we observe very few deep-going changes for the benefit of Africa. The real questions such as the distortions of the market and the differences in the capacity of competing on the markets, are not equitably tackled.

Presently, members have to decide either for an agreement based on the principles defined in Doha, with commercial regulations that favour “resumption, growth and development”, or for an agreement in the line of liberalising agriculture as defined by the cycle of Uruguay. The latter is more probable, because the report does not mention the “Special needs”
; moreover, 

it does not give substance to the proposals of G33. Debates are getting more numerous. The inequalities of power are already part of the game at that level.

What holds our attention?

· Falconer decreases the number of “special products” from the present 20% to 5-8%.

· he does not challenge the agricultural subsidies which distort the market, but he lowers their ceiling
.

· he requests that developing countries give up their will to define the commercial regulations on the basis of development priorities and, at the same time, that they accept that rich countries are cheating with their free-exchange theorem.

· Two items of progress:

~ per produce, set a maximum ceiling of accumulated advantages (orange box and blue box) so as to avoid trickeries

~ food aid: Falconer refers to international law and the ON organisations the definition of urgency and duration, the evaluation of needs and the launching of aid. At this stage, he does not entirely prohibit monetizing of aid.

1.2. After 25 years, the World Bank reconsiders agriculture: its role in reducing poverty and its political status. (The report will be published in September).

One of the main authors of the report affirms that: “We clearly went beyond the consensus of Washington
, because poverty has not decreased, and now we have the environmental urgency”.

“The speeding up of climatic change, the imminence of a water crisis, the slow adoption of new biotechnologies, and the increase in demand of bio-fuel and cattle feed create new uncertainties on conditions by which food will be available in the world economy”.

The World Bank recognises the major stake aid has to hold in the agricultural sector and which governments need to have, “in favour of efficient distribution and financial responsibility”.

1.3. The FAO timidly dares to upset the mentality of its sponsors.

M. Müller, under-director of FAO, declares that “We need the political determination to stop  degradation of our ecosystems, by introducing changes at the level of agricultural policies, institutions and practices”
. “Agriculture must take the centre place on stage if we want to keep the ecological balance which present and future generations depend on”.

“A good deal of debating on biodiversity, climatic change and bio-energy is done without effective participation of the agricultural sector and the ministries concerned. That must change. We have, moreover, a most urgent need of  making a worldwide analysis of environmental risks related to agriculture, so that solutions may be found at both the ecological and economic level”.

The warming up of the climate will increase the pressure on the environment, as the present production systems will be destabilized by shortage of water, salinity, aridity, and higher temperatures. Moreover, the monocultures destined to produce bio-fuel are bound to speed up the erosion of the biodiversity.

The Committee of Agriculture must also examine the dossier on cattle breeding and discuss the environmental damage caused by intensive rearing. According to M.Müller, “We must change our course both at political and technical level so as to reduce the impact breeding has on the environment, and this before situations become more serious”.

Moreover, the FAO report quotes recent models of world supplying which show that biological agriculture can produce enough per head for feeding the present population of our planet.

1.4. The European Union, for its part, affirms the need and the particular role of European diplomacy on foreign policy and security in the international context so as to face the challenges caused by climatic change.

°2° Agro-fuels: what criteria of durability?

The European Commission of Energy has just launched a consultation in view of legislating on bio-fuels. The incoming answers very well illustrate the confrontation between, on the one hand, the oil-producing companies (who give mere technical and financial answers and do not make the distinction between bio-fuels of the first and second generation) and, on the other hand, farmers and civil society, who show more concern about agronomy, human rights, competition food/energy, and environment.

For AEFJN, the true objective cannot be reduced to limiting emission of gas with greenhouse effects over our territories because of transport, but is to start up new ways of using (fossil and living) resources in the overall economic activities and all over the globe. Only then are we able to speak of a truly durable system.

Criteria of durability then are:

~~ Meeting the primary needs of the population, in the south as well as in the north of the planet, namely availability of, and access to, food, drinking water and arable land

~~ Not provoking harmful pressure on the cost of land, foodstuffs and drinking water. 

~~ Not engendering over cost for energy and environment (process of production, transport, connected products)

~~ Respecting the agronomical capacity of the land and the regeneration of the soil; alternating crops, respecting biodiversity, respecting various ways of production (distinguish intensive, integrated and bio-cultivation).

~~ Giving priority to recycling secondary products already produced elsewhere.

It is, therefore, urgent that we restart making scientific studies incorporating all the factors (inputs, outputs, connected products, and side effects) that concern production, transport and commerce of agro-fuels, without forgetting their economic, environmental and social impact on foodstuffs. It is equally essential that one supports the R&D (Research and Development) with new and more efficient procedures, that the global reduction of energy consumption be seriously studied, that dialogue and policy coherence between the Commissions treating these files from different angles be improved, and, finally, that EU legislation be harmonized. C. Fouarge
GRATITUDE FOR YOUR COLLABORATION

Many of you have answered and acted after receiving the message of Mgr Maroy, Archbishop of Bukavu in which he describes the prevailing situation of his archdiocese. “Today, our villages and our towns are dominated by a psychosis of war. As our people have noticed, all the elements are gathering for a new war in South-Kivu…  We are natural neighbours of the people of Rwanda, of Burundi and of Uganda. We are forced to live together and to live in peace and harmony and not in a never-ending war in this Sub-Region that God lavishly gave us. What is the use of new wars that will only imperish our people and create unworthy enmities?...”

You will find the whole ducument on our website: www.aefjn.org
The International Secretariat has undertaken an action towards the European Parliamentaries in order to inform them about the situation  asking them for an intervention.

Some Antennae, as well as UCESM (European Conference of Major Religious )  have also made contact either with the Members of Parliament or with the Ministers or Secretaries of States of their own countries. The texts have been translated in various european languages and can be found on our website www.aefjn.org and in some Antennae.
SOME NEWS

We are still receiving answers to our questionnaire on medicines. Many of you helped us in the survey and we are happy to let yof you know that we have started to work on the received information. You will have more news about this topic later.
We received the visit of three persons willing to commit themselves for the Polish Antenna. We wish them to be able to have the encounters and meetings that will make this antenna efficient on the European and African scene.

When you go to our website: www.aefjn.org, you will be able to find complementary information re. our “dossiers” of the Plan of Action as well as “News from AEFJN” and “Forum for Action.

� Report of the USA Institution Food and Medicine Administration (FDA), on the false medicines sold all over the world.  


� Direction Nationale de Protection Sanitaire (DNPS) du Benin


� data from the World Health Organisation (WHO) 


� Prosper, pharmacien à Guinkomey, Centre hospitalier et universitaire Hubert K. Maga de Cotonou


� This document touches on several subjects concerning aspects of internal support, subsidies for export and market access, Mechanisms of Special Guarantee, the green box, the erosion of preferences…


� Groups that have “special needs” are: least developed countries (LDC), nations that recently joined WTO, those whose economy depends on raw materials, net food importers and those who have no access to the sea.


� The EU had to lower its grants by at least 70%. PED had, according to each case, to lower them by 40%. The USA asked that the decrease of their aid ceiling be restricted to 22 billion. However, Falconer requests them to descend to $ 10 to 15 billion.


� Privatisation, lessening regulations, weak taxes, liberalization of exchanges


� http://www.fao.org/newsroom/fr/new/2007/1000542/index.html





