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Editorial

When you land in Brussels, a fine poster on the wall of the airport reads: “Welcome to Belgium, the heart of Europe”. What a unique activity AEFJN is called to accomplish: to speak out in favour of people distressed in Africa at the heart of Europe! 

Our team in Brussels is made up of five members: Maru and Elena who have the longest experience at the secretariat; myself who recently came here after a significant presence in Kenya; Agnès and Guy, who bring us all their knowledge of the issues affecting African people for whom they have worked for several years.  

Love for justice moves us all. It stems from our faith and our life. Often we have seen with our own eyes the damage caused to many human beings in Africa, by decisions taken by our representatives at the European Union. The situation of those who suffer unjustly makes us speak out in their favour.

To Luc Coppejans, who has led the editing of Forum for Africa, goes all our gratitude for the number of people he has rallied round AEFJN actions and for the considerable amount of activity that he has achieved for the cause of justice.  

The actions taken up and the objectives shared by the civil society in Africa - which has shown its surprising liveliness recently at the World Social Forum at Bamako - and here in Brussels are signs that the values in which we believe are shared by a much larger percentage of people than we may think! The missionary Congregations, the Antennae, and you, dear readers, with your Organisations and friends, are the strength of theAEFJN network. With you and with all those who share our vision, in the heart of Europe we can effectively act to better the conditions of many elsewhere on earth.
Paolo Fedrigoni

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): 

A Proposed Action

Last year, the JPIC commission of USG/UISG (the Conference of men and women Religious Superiors in Rome) decided that the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) should become a basic reference point for all initiatives in the area of Justice and Peace. One of the reasons for this is because these are universally recognized standards agreed by the United Nations and all member states. They also provide a comprehensive way of assessing progress in the areas of economic and social development. Governments, NGOs, development agencies, even the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, make reference to these when proposing policies or monitoring progress in any social or economic area. Another advantage of using this framework is that each goal has been broken down into definite targets to be achieved within a given time frame.

What are the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)?

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) represent an agenda for reducing poverty and improving lives, set by world leaders at the Millennium Summit in September 2000. For each goal one or more targets have been set, most for 2015, using 1990 as a benchmark.
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The Goals
1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

2. Achieve universal primary education

3. Promote gender equality and empower women

4. Reduce child mortality

5. Improve maternal health

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other  diseases

7. Ensure environmental sustainability

8. Develop a global partnership for development

A fuller explanation of MDGs can be found on the www.undg.org website.

In 2005, a worldwide review was carried out to monitor the progress (or lack of it) of all countries in achieving these targets. Other related issues like debt cancellation, fair trade and development aid are important for ensuring long-term development in African countries. However, the MDGs provide a clear focus on how countries, in both the North and South, are committing themselves to making progress in the immediate future. 

AEFJN and the MDGs

The representatives of the 12 AEFJN antennae who gathered in Brussels at the beginning of October 2005 decided to focus the common Action Plan for 2006 on the 5 following issues:

1. TRIPS (Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights): quality of the medicines that are produced to be sold on the African markets (pro-active topic – goals 4, 5 and 6).

2. Analysis of Food Sovereignty in African countries (goal 1).

3. Sugar and dairy products in the context of Food Sovereignty (goal 1).

4. EPA: 2006 will be crucial in reviewing the EPAs (goal 8).

5. Follow-up issues: Debt and arms (goal 7).

Proposed Action

As a demonstration of our commitment to eradicate extreme poverty, USG/UISG and Caritas Internationalis have decided to join the World Food Programme (WFP) in a day of global action. Many other Churches, Islamic organisations and NGOs are also backing this worldwide campaign as a demonstration of solidarity. 
On 21st May 2006, it is planned to have over one million people participate in walks in 325 locations to raise funds and remind politicians about their commitment to the poor. The walk will begin at 10.00 and take place over 24 hours and 24 time zones that day, starting in Auckland, New Zealand. Events are also planned in Africa. Last year over 201,000 people walked in 91 countries and raised enough money to feed 70,000 school children for one year! The campaign is called ‘Fight hunger, Walk the World’.
 We could also participate in this walk or support it in some other way. By visiting www.FightHunger.org we can find out where walks are taking place near our communities. This would be one visible way of showing that we are part of a movement for change and that we care. For those who are unable to participate in this way, there is another way of assisting from your computers. TNT, an international express mail and logistics company, has decided to support and sponsor this Walk. By visiting the site above, you will trigger a sponsor’s donation of 19 cents. This is enough for one school meal in Africa. Doing this daily would be one small way of helping school feeding programmes in Africa. This does not mean that we endorse this company, but we can avail of the opportunity it offers.

News from Africa

Kinshasa, Congo and Tanzania: Marco and Deborah Longoni, a couple of lay missionaries have kindly contributed to the evaluation process on the quality of medicines launched by DG ECHO at the European Commission. Despite all the troubles with Internet connection, in collaboration with the hospital in Neisu and in conference call with Isiro, they have nonetheless succeeded in filling in the proposed questionnaire.

Moreover Sister Maria Michela, Consolata Missionary, and her colleagues have succeeded in the same “mission”. We want to thank all of them for their effort in making this happen. Further information will follow in June.




AEFJN Action Plan 2006
1. Medicines: ensuring access and quality

Since the Doha statement on public health in 2001, AEFJN has always shown concern for access to medicines. We focus our attention particularly on the stand that the EU takes within the WTO negotiations on the issue.   

During the last meeting of the Antennae, the network decided to work not only on the cost of medicines, but also on the quality of drugs that Europe provides to developing countries. We lament the fact that as regards this issue a double standard policy is practised. We have highly controlled drugs meant to be sold on the European markets on the one hand and barely existing controls for the drugs that will be exported to the developing countries, among which the African ones, on the other hand.  

Our work will begin by collecting the data relative to African countries in cooperation with the Antennae and contact persons in Africa. 

2. Food sovereignty and Africa

AEFJN has always been concerned with ensuring an acceptable standard of life to poor people, especially the disadvantaged small farmers of Africa. The cotton and sugar campaigns have already helped to raise awareness of a lot of people on agriculture as a worldwide priority and a crucial issue in the fight against poverty.

One of the greatest achievements of our activity has been the founding in 2003 of a “European Platform on Food Sovereignty”, made up of the national platforms of eight member countries. During 2006, we have decided to dedicate ourselves to the deepening of the concept of Food Sovereignty and its impact on Africa. 

3. Sugar and Dairy Products in the framework of food sovereignty

In 2006, AEFJN has committed itself in the drive to obtain a fair revision of the “Sugar Reform”.  This reform will affect sugar farmers both in Africa and in Europe.  Sugar, a product among others, is a typical example that shows how the revision of the CAP (Common Agricultural Policy) by the European Union has negative effects also on small farmers in Africa.  If the countries of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) were to exercise, on one single product, the right that Food Sovereignty would give them, they would pick milk. However, the exports of the subsidized dairy products from European countries also reach the Tanzanian and Kenyan food markets. After sugar, milk is the latest product that is subject to a ‘common market organization’ in the European Union; its reform is on the agenda of the Commission, in a not too distant future.  

4. The revision of the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs)

The Economic Partnership Agreements are currently undergoing a lot of pressure because of the campaign that was started in 2004 in both Africa and Europe to raise awareness on the matter among the populations and governing officials. 

The African Union’s Council of Ministers, meeting in Cairo in June 2005, adopted a very critical stand towards the EPAs. The Cairo Statement is presented as the official African view on the issue. 

In June 2005, referring to the “Cairo Statement”, the ministers of the ACP (African, Caribbean and Pacific States) urged the European Union to review their negotiation mandate in order to allow to the ACP countries the possibility to establish their own deadlines and their own rhythm in the opening up of their market to Europe. This rhythm would be in harmony with their plans of development and fight to eradicate poverty. 

For the first time, during the September hearing at the European Parliament in front of the International Trade Commission, the ACP countries publicly voiced their concerns about the EPAs’ negotiation process. 

5. The cancellation of the Debt and the Small Arms Trade

AEFJN has decided to follow up two actions started in these past years. The first action aims at the cancellation of the Debts of poor countries. The second focuses on the problem of illicit small arms trade that causes more and more concern, particularly bearing Africa in mind. In 2006, AEFJN will follow closely the outcome of the UN Conference on Small Arms.  

	


News from the Antennae and Rome




France

Following the decision taken in the year 2005, the Antenna of Strasbourg and the Antenna of Paris have joined and formed the Antenna of France. Christophe Boyer, leaving for Malawi, has been replaced by Guy Vuillemin, Missionary of Africa (White Fathers), as new President of the Antenna.  Many thanks and best wishes to both!

Steps have been taken to provide the one responsible for the Strasbourg Pole with the necessary pass to assist at the Sessions of the European Parliament and of the Council of Europe.

Our 2006 Plan of Action:

· « Action mondiale contre la pauvreté – France »: organisation of a seminar to assess the implementation of the Development Millennium Goals and their financing (at the “Assemblée nationale”, in September);

· Priority campaigns: food sovereignty and arms trade;

· Follow-up of the dossiers:

Medicines:  the DG ECHO (the European Commission General Direction of Humanitarians Operations) requires the NGOs working in medical fields to adopt the pre-qualification procedure both for the medicines used by them and for their purchasing groups.  This is an important decision, as it shows a political will that could lead to the adoption of technical and political recommendations.

Debt and Development Public Aid: a threefold mission:

· Analysis sharing and building up of common positions on the Debt issue;

· Lobbying of public authorities;

· Information of active networks.

Access to water: the issue will be dealt at meetings that will take place after the Water World Forum in March 2006, at Mexico City.

Arms: within the coalition of  “Control Arms”, the Antenna takes part in the “International Salon of Peace Initiatives” that will take place from 2 to 4 June 2006 at the Centre de la Villette in Paris (http://www.salon-initiativesdepaix.org/) ;


New campaigns:

· Fight against the tax havens;
· « Epargnez le climat »: request addressed to the three most important French Banks for them to finance renewable sources of energy (and not only traditional ones). 

Ireland

28 religious societies and several NGOs are members of the Antenna in Ireland.  They have very close links with the Irish Missionary Union (IMU).  Each person of the Antenna has spent part of his or her life overseas. Their first-hand experience provides them with a very good insight into the plight of many African peoples. Their fields of action have been: health, education, pastoral activity, community and human development.  The Antenna members commit themselves a lot in lobbying their political representatives.  Now their activities focus on:

· The arms trade;

· The presence of Aids in development countries;

· Food sovereignty;

· The statute of refugees and of asylum seekers;

· Gender issues.

On 14 March 2006, at the “Year Study Day”, organised by the Antenna, four specialists addressed the participants on the following subjects:

· Arms trade;

· Debt cancellation;

· Access to essential medicines;

· Food sovereignty.

Italy

The Antenna plans to enlarge itself, with presences both in the Nord and South of Italy. 

For this purpose a letter has been written to all the Provincials.  In March 2006, Giovanni Scudiero, Consolata Missionary, has become the Antenna representative at the CIMI (Conference of Missionary Institutes).




Switzerland

Here are our priorities for the year 2006:

· Activity in synergy with the DDC at the Parliament to try to push its members to implement the Development Millennium Goals, particularly by increasing the public aid to development;

· Agriculture:  mainly the issues of food sovereignty and cotton;

· Intellectual property: medicines and patents;

· The EPAs;

· Newspapers articles;

· The preparation of two African journalists: Eline Mukantare of Rwanda and Sister Clotilde of Madagascar, for lobbying activity.  Sister Clotilde will create an AEFJN Antenna in her country.
The Netherlands

Here are our latest lobbying activities and campaigns: 

January: a million faces for the big campaign “Control Arms”.  Invitation to add its own picture on the site www.controlarms.org or to send it, with name and address, to a Dutch organisation.

January: no more children in the centres where the asylum seekers are kept secluded. Invitation to take part in the collecting of signatures, run by a Dutch NGO.

February: economic partnership and meetings between Europe and Africa.  Letter addressed to some members of Parliament, together with another organisation, to oppose amendments presented at the European Parliament (at the relevant Parliamentary Commission, the majority of these amendments have already been rejected).

March: the GMO. As several countries wanted the moratorium on them to end in March 2006, action has been taken with Minister Veerman and Secretary of State van Geel to put forward our position during the conference foreseen in March.

March: Water World Forum.  Action with the Dutch minister and the secretary of State who will take part in the Forum, to defend the targets set by the NGOs. (Cf. Nieuws van Her en Der n° 59, 15 mars 2006 – www.afrikaeuropanetwerk.nl)
	



Threat of Famine 

in the Horn and East Africa




In “Le Vif Express” n° 2851, a striking picture accompanies the title “Famine Threat”:  Eastern Africa is indeed in danger.  The drought that, for two consecutive years, has hit mainly Kenya, Somali Land, Ethiopia and Djibouti, without anyway saving some regions of Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and Tanzania, is now bringing about widespread famine.

Food reserves are quickly running out and livestock is drastically diminishing.  In Kenya alone, three and half people are exposed to the risk of dying of hunger. In the whole of East Africa, human beings facing famine, from now and for the months to come, amount to more than 17 millions.

This dire situation confirms the importance of our activity in favour of food sovereignty. However could these populations find a way out of the infernal cycle without severing their dependence upon powerful countries?  Let us take the case of Zambia.  It is also threatened by famine, but not because of the drought: its maize production has fallen as a result of the increase of cotton plantations; the same has happened with the production of cassava, the local staple food, substituted with cultivation of carrots and green beans for the European market.

This situation leads us to stress even more the importance of the common action, “Fight Hunger: Walk the World”, organised by the United Nation World Food Program, Caritas Internationalis  and the JPIC (Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation) Commission, on 21 May 2006 (see page 2). This march is rooted in the hope that governments will create or reinforce existing strategies to change the structures not preventing poor countries to come out of their unsustainable living situations




Small Arms
“Some courageous and far-sighted (Belgian) MPs have resisted the strong lobbying of the arms” commented with satisfaction, the NGO Handicap International at the outcome of the voting on the law forbidding cluster-bombs, at the Belgian Chamber, on 16 February 2006 (112 votes for, 2 against, 22 abstentions).  It is surely a victory, even if it will not last long, as the parliamentary majority announced its will to present another text, in the near future, which will greatly reduce the law effectiveness.

This year the coalition “Control Arms” launched the “100 Day countdown to the Review Conference on small arms”. Started on 16 March 2006, the Count Down will lead us up to 26 June 2006, the opening day of the Conference organised by the United Nations in order to review its Plan of Action on Small Arms, adopted in 2001. 

Main targets

The main targets of these hundred days are:
1. To collect the remaining pictures for the Million Faces Petition.  It would be important to see what has been done about this in your country and to contribute to the finding of the 100.000 pictures that are still needed.  On this campaign, see: www.controlarms.org.

2. To deliver the pictures of the national Million Faces petitions to government officials. The photos that you collected are to be delivered to your political leaders during the Global Week of Action Against Small Arms (22-29 May 2006). Then the 1 million pictures will be put together during the UN Review conference on 26 June 2006 in New York.

3. To have more Members of Parliament involved in the small arms process and to get their personal support. To reach this goal, see what is the position of your government on the global principles on arms transfers, on the UN Action Plan (the one launched on 2001 and to be reviewed at the UN conference of June-July 2006), on the UN Protocol on Firearms (you should verify whether your Country has signed this Protocol – see on:

 www.iansa.org/un/firearms-protocol.htm) as well as on other international, regional and national small arms control measures. 

4. To host public events as, for instance:
a. A public exhibition of the photos shot for the Million Faces petition;
b. Workshops and briefing sessions;
c. Musical shows, film projections (we suggest the excellent film on the subject: The Lord of War); 
d. Press conferences to publicly declare support from parliamentarians and other government or even celebrity supporters;
e. Public ceremonies to deliver the national photo petitions to government officials
For more information, as some events have already started or been planned, contact: Laura Cheeseman at laura.cheeseman@iansa.org or Ellie Nichol (Oxfam GB) at enichol@oxfam.org.uk or Michael O'Brien (Amnesty International International Secretariat) at mobrien@amnesty.org.

Moreover: 

· For materials you can use, including reports, leaflets, banners, designs for t-shirts and stickers, see: http://www.oxfam.org.uk/go/control_arms/
· Amnesty International has created a “teleshop” advert.  To view it, follow this link: http://www.protectthehuman.org/teleshop/guns/ 
· If you would like to get some ideas from last year’s Global Week of Action, see: http://www.iansa.org/action/woa2005/index.htm
In order to have a greater impact on our activity in this field, we invite you to inform the coalition IANSA of all your initiatives, by sending an e-mail to:

 laura.cheeseman@iansa.org. The same if you would like to be included on the list of organisations under the IANSA umbrella.

It is of paramount importance for us, during this time, to increase our campaigns and to draw the maximum attention of the medias to our actions.  




“Too Poor to Be Treated”
The movie “The Constant Gardener”, which has come out in the big pictures in Europe, brought the attention of the public on the exploiting practices perpetrated by the pharmaceutical companies to the detriment of the most disadvantaged people in Africa.

In Africa diseases like HIV-Aids, tuberculosis, malaria but also intestinal infections still kill millions of people. This reality can’t be ignored any longer.

Access to medicines plays a major role in the problem and AEFJN has been dealing with the campaign of access to medicines for years. 

Medicines not only have to be affordable, but they also have to be of good quality. Certainly, as of much the same quality as is guaranteed for us, here in Europe. 

But medicines for treating the so-called “neglected diseases”, such as leishmaniasis, sleeping sickness and Chagas disease are largely being ignored by the pharmaceutical companies, since they are not a profitable market.

In February, in the context of the debate on the European budget allocated on research and development, a hearing was organised at the European Parliament on neglected diseases. Specialists from both the European Union and Kenya got together to discuss on the topic “Too poor to be treated”. The following points were stressed:

· Small participation of the public sector in the research and development

· Lack of political will in addressing these diseases

· R&D on medicines does not have to be done exclusively by the pharmaceutical industry. With academics, NGOs and pharmaceuticals’ expertise medicines can be produced at a marginal price

· Research is not market-driven, while development is market-driven. The cost of developing a drug is 10 times higher than the cost of research. As a result of that, since there is no market for neglected diseases, no new medicines are developed

· Developing countries are unable to compete in the “standards race”. Therefore they suffer from an inadequate cost structure when paying for health services from the North.

Members of the European Parliament have backed calls for more pharmaceutical funding to be diverted to research on tropical diseases. Only less than one per cent of the approximately 1400 new medicines developed over the last 25 years were created to combat tropical diseases. Almost half of worldwide funding on drug development is financed by public funds yet around 90 per cent of pharmaceutical research funding is spent on diseases that account for only ten per cent of lost health population worldwide. That is why the majority of those affected throughout the world do not have access to safe, affordable diagnostics, drugs and vaccines.

The European Union should also extend its programmes not only to the main three diseases but also to the most neglected ones that indeed affect the majority of the population.

How the West forces its views on the rest of the world

Behind the scenes of the World Economic Forum of Davos (end of January 2006), another meeting was held.  In the jargon of the WTO, it would have been called a ‘mini-ministerial’.  It gathered seventeen ministers, with, among them, the US Trade Representative Robert Portman, as well as the Director General of the WTO Pascal Lamy and the European Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson. As a result of the discussions, a document was adopted on the calendar of the activities regarding the negotiations decided at the Hong Kong Summit. Since then, this paper has been circulated as an official document of the WTO (with the title “Timelines 2006” and under the reference “Job 6/13”). Although it does not deal with the negotiations on services, a very touchy issue, it does contain new obligations, which did not find their way in the accord taken at the Hong Kong Summit. It is in this manner that, at the WTO, 19 people can impose their view on 149 Countries.




Readings and Publications

1. The Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace has published the “Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church”.    When it came out, John Paul II stressed its importance, saying that it was like the second part of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

2. Another paper worth reading is on globalisation: Ethic Evaluation and Evangelical Perspective, written by the Commission Gaudium et Spes of the Belgian Episcopal Conference in December 2005.  The long 56-page long document, published in French and Flemish, presents, in a very good way, the wide range of problems that have arisen with globalisation both in Belgium and in the whole world.  It is accompanied by a quite useful bibliography on the items dealt with.

3. The JPIC Commission of USG and UISG in Rome has published a brochure on the theme of water.  It is a helpful means to raise awareness of the issue of access to water. The document is available in 14 languages (English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, German, Dutch, Polish, Italian, etc.). You will find it on the Site: www.svdcuria.org/public/jpic/index.htm, under the section “ El Agua per la Vida”. 

Suggested Reading

Jean-Pierre Boris, Commerce inéquitable. Le roman noir des matières premières, (Unfair Trade. The Gothic Novel of Raw Materials.) ISBN 2-0123-5781-4, Hachette Littératures & RFI, Paris, May 2005, 192 pages.

This is a book on a complex but vital issue (especially for Africa), which reads like a novel! The author is a journalist and editor-in-chief on RFI (Radio France Internationale) where for seven years he daily produced 'The raw materials review.' His book throws light on the geopolitical stakes at play in the globalisation of basic commodities such as cocoa, coffee, rice, pepper, etc. As a polished expert on the subject and following current affairs on a daily basis, he explains the complicated mechanisms fixing the prices of these commodities and all the speculation made around them!

The book's six chapters are very varied. The very interesting opening chapter deals with cocoa (p. 13-52). As Ivory Coast is the world's prime producer, the author demonstrates how much the political problems the country is still going through are to be understood in the light of changes to the commercialisation of this product. The chapter on coffee brings to the fore the complete hold of the multinationals on its international marketing. The fate of the producers is irrelevant, only profits count. (p. 53-94). The chapter on cotton (p. 95-128) surprised me. During the Cancun Summit in September 2003, African cotton producers together with their governments and some NGOs were able to question the system of American and European subsidies to their own producers, whereas African cotton production is insignificant. The market for rice (p. 129-157) is regulated quite differently. We are already aware of the harmful consequences of massive imports of Asian rice into local markets in Africa! The appended chapter on pepper (p. 159-170) is enlightening. It shows how for a quite secondary basic commodity something can happen that is unthinkable for other products: the triumph of the producing country (Vietnam) on the multinational companies (Netherlands) that regulate its commercialisation. The last chapter addresses the different issue of fair trade. (Oxfam, Max Havelaar, etc.) The author shows the relativity and the danger of it. It makes us believe that there is a solution to current unfair trade. Finally, he underlines, in his opinion, what is the only possible way out. Within the present ultraliberal system, he proposes to give a second wind to the Common Fund for Commodities, an organisation of the United Nations created in 1980 to guarantee decent incomes to producers whose geography or birth have placed in very precarious situations.
I hope that our readers indirectly involved in these complex issues will peruse this book. It is very readable and helps to understand what TV, radio, or the daily Press do not allow them to know or understand, i.e., an important portion of the underside of the global economy.


Guy Theunis






PAGE  
6
AEFJN- Forum for Action 43, 2006/1


