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Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and the UN have agreed to resume the joint offensive against Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and Jamil Mukulu’s Allied Democratic Front (ADF) rebels. Sources at the bilateral talks which ended on Friday in Kasese, said the UN and the DRC had agreed that the UPDF should be allowed to hunt for the LRA and the ADF rebels to rid the Great Lakes region of insecurity posed by the two terrorist groups.

Since their defeat from the Ugandan soil, the two groups have been hiding in the jungles of the Central African Republic (CAR) and the DRC, where they continue to kill and rape civilians. “What is now being finalised is the plan of the offensive,” the source who preferred anonymity said.

Dr Crispus Kiyonga, Uganda’s defence minister, told journalists that although the LRA and ADF were weakened, they were not wiped out. Kiyonga said the International Criminal Court (ICC) was also helping the DRC to hunt for Kony. “We are using multiple approaches to fight him. If we get him anywhere on the African soil, we shall arrest him,” he said. Kiyonga dismissed reports that the ADF had asked Uganda for peace talks.

In a joint statement at the end of the two-day defence and security review meeting, Kiyonga and his DRC counterpart, Charles Mwandu Nsimba, called for greater cooperation in handling insecurity in the two countries. “We have examined the locations, strengths and activities of both the LRA and the ADF and the progress of operations against the two negative forces,” they noted. “The meeting noted that as a result of the joint efforts by the armed forces of the DRC, the capacity of the LRA had been severely degraded, leading to improved security in the region,” the statement further noted.

The UN’s special representative to the mission on the stabilisation of Congo (MONUSCO), Roger Meece, pledged his agency’s total logistical and human support. “We shall continue to support both countries in all the operations and build a strong foundation in order to achieve peace and security in the region,” Meece said.

Uganda and the DRC defence ministers also agreed to hold their next meeting in the DRC town of Matadi to further their plans.

In December 2008, with the backing of the UN Security Council, the armies of Uganda, the DRC and Southern Sudan launched a joint offensive dubbed ‘Operation Lightning Thunder’ against LRA bases in the DRC. This was after Kony’s failure to sign a peace agreement to end his 20-year rebellion. 

The meetings, which took place at Hotel Margherita and Mweya Safari Lodge in Kasese, were attended by Uganda’s Chief of Defence Forces Aronda Nyakairima, his DRC counterpart, Didia Itumba, chiefs of military chieftaincies and intelligence officers from both countries.

