Call for the release of human rights lawyer Peter Erlinder!

On May 27th, the Rwandan government arrested Professor Peter Erlinder and falsely charged him with genocide ideology.   Mr. Erlinder, an International Human Rights lawyer, traveled to Rwanda to represent his client, Mrs. Victore Ingabire, a presidential candidate also accused of genocide ideology for daring to call on the Rwandan government to remember all victims of the Rwandan war.

Erlinder's arrest is the latest of Rwandan President Paul Kagame's actions undermining free speech and rule of law, actions that have become more frequent in the run up to the August 2010 elections. Act now on behalf of free speech and human rights - call for Erlinder's release!
	"The offense Peter is charged with is not based on facts, but on the suppression of free speech in his representation of clients, which undermines the rule of law.

His family knows he stands with people who are oppressed by those in power and he encourages people to stand up for justice." -  Masako Usui, wife of Peter Erlinder. ( Read the full press release here)


AFJN has long been concerned about the political climate in Rwanda and Kagame's heavy-handed leadership. Our members have helped to sound the alarm on political repressions and violence in the run-up to the August 2010 elections, including the explusion of a Human Rights Watch worker, the closure of independent newspapers, and the harassment of opposition candidates like Ingabire.

Furthermore, Kagame's invasion and ongoing destabilization of neighboring Democratic Republic of the Congo has been a focal point of AFJN's DRC campaign.  This conflict has cost over 5.4 million lives, yet the world remains silent.

Instead, Rwanda has been considered a "success story" in the eyes of the U.S. Just last year over $178 million in U.S. taxpayer dollars were sent to President Kagame in aid. This level of support, nominally to promote democracy, healing and recovery after the genocide, has been consistent despite evidence of Kagame's dictatorial behavior.

Now, by putting his hands on a human rights advocate, President Kagame has clearly shown to the world who he really is. The US department of State has only timidly asked for the release of Mr. Erlinder, acting as if he has done something wrong. Please join us in the call for Erlinder's release!
Erlinder's arrest is in part a retaliation by the President Paul Kagame for his extensive work at the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). Also, on April 30th, 2010 Mr. Erlinder and his colleagues filed a lawsuit in a court in Oklahoma against President Paul Kagame regarding events surrounding the triggering of the 1994 genocide. President Paul Kagame wants to prevent Mr. Erlinder from representing his client Mrs. Inagbire, who needs to be cleared of the charges to be able to campaign freely for the presidency of Rwanda in 2010. 

Take action today for Mr. Erlinder's immediate release.   Call President Barack Obama at 202-456-1111 and your representative (look up their contact info here) and urge them to personally tell the Rwandan government that Mr. Erlinder's release is long overdue!

Script:

Hello, my name is ______ and I am calling President Obama/Senator/Representative _____ to ask him/her personally get involved in the effort to bring Professor Peter Erlinder back home to his family   He has been in a Rwandan jail since May 28th, falsely charged of genocide ideology while doing his duty as an international and human rights lawyer.   Please ask that all his charges be dropped and set free.  In addition, please do what you can to ensure that my tax dollars do not go to support the Rwandan regime.  
Thanks for taking action,

The AFJN Team

P.S. In Washington, DC? Join us for a rally at the Embassy of Rwanda (1714 New Hampshire Ave., NW, Washington, D.C.) TODAY from 5 - 6:30 pm. See the facebook event for more!

