101126 Church in Africa to Promote Food Security 

NAIROBI, November 26, 2010 ( CISA )

The Church in Africa should use its existing networking capacity to promote food security on the continent.

Delegates at a pan-African workshop for Christian workers, which ended here today-November 26 and organized by Geneva-Switzerland-based Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance (EEA) and hosted by the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) observed that food security was too central to the pastoral teaching of the Church.

“The Bible squarely puts the Church as the centre of feeding of the people and in particular where Jesus Christ did participate in the feeding of the 5,000 hungry people,” observed the workshop delegates.

Delegates criticised some countries in Africa, which they observed failed to “feed” their people.

“Sometimes it was not out of lack of resources to undertake this mission-feeding its people but lack of priority, mismanagement and corruption practices within some leaderships on the continent,” underlined the 47 delegates, drown from 14 East and Southern African countries.

“The Church told take upon itself the whole aspect of educating its flock that “dishing out of food to the hungry on the continent as has been “advocated” by some non-governmental agencies (NGOs) was not panacea to the food problem on the continent. On the country, the hungry people should be educated on how to make use of available resources in food production,” stressed the workshop delegates.

Workshop delegates strongly felt that Governments in Africa should prioritize food production within their national budgets.

“Many a times, some governments have failed to do this, allocating as little as 10 percent of its budgetary allocations to agriculture,” observed the delegates.

“This, among other thing should change if the African continent was to be self-sufficient in food,” the delegates further pointed out.

The five-day workshop based its deliberations on food security in Africa and the role of the Church on the issue.

